Learning English through Poems and Songs


Limericks

Learning Activity 1

Understanding limericks

Limericks are funny poems. Often they make little sense. They are like the cartoons of poetry. The story does not matter as long as the limerick makes people smile (or groan, another way of acknowledging a certain sort of crazy humour).

Look at these limericks:

	There was a cute baby called Andrew

	Who was quite normal until he grew.

	Against all nature’s laws

	He developed sharp claws

	And had to be enclosed in a zoo.


	There was an old man from West London

	Who found a live worm in his pork bun.

	It gave him quite a fright

	And killed his appetite.

	You may laugh, but he didn’t have fun.


Sometimes a writer starts a limerick not by thinking what he wants to say but choosing a topic (e.g. a school friend) and then thinking what rhymes are available for that word and then creating some sort of story out of them.

Use the limericks you have read as the basis to complete the following information on the characteristics of limericks:

· It consists of __ __ __ __ lines. 

· The rhyme pattern is A A__ __ A.
· The number of syllables per line is: 9/__/ __/__/ 9; the inner two lines are s_ h_ __ __ __ __ __ and rhyme separately.
· The rhythm should be bouncy and __ __ __ __ __.
· The __ __ __ __ __ line often begins “There was (a person) called (name) or from (a place)”.
· The second line often begins with “__ __ __”.
· The simple __ __ __ __ is the usual tense.
· Word order can be played with a little to get the right rhyme.
Learning Activity 2 
Reading and Writing
1. The lines of the following limerick are mixed up. Put them back in the correct order. Write the correct line numbers in the brackets. 
	He was so extremely tall and strong (     )

	And screamed, “Run quickly. Here comes King Kong!” (     )

	When people saw him first (     )

	Allow me to introduce Roy Wong. (     )

	They thought the very worst (     )


2. Improve the limerick below by finding better words to replace the parts that have been underlined so that it has an appropriate rhyme pattern and the right number of syllables.

	This story I tell you is most true.

	It’s the story of a magic ship.

	It grew a bird’s wings

	As well as many other things

	And when it had them, away it flew.


_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 3

Reading

Complete the limericks by selecting the right words from the box below. 
	boomerang 1
	fan
	absurd
	
called

	bought
	drove
	orang-utang 2
	
news


	There was a young singer ___________ Joe Chan

	Who could not attract a single ___________.

	No one ____________ his CD

	Even when it was free

	So he __________ off a cliff in his van. 


	I once knew a boy called Oscar Pang

	Who loved to play with a ___________.

	The latest ___________ I’ve heard 

	(Though I know it’s___________)

	Is he’s married an___________.


1boomerang: a curved piece of wood that flies in a circle and comes back to the person who threw it

2orang-utang: a large ape

Learning Activity 4
Writing

1. Complete the following limerick.
	I met a young woman named May Wong

	Who sat round for hours playing mahjong.

	__________________________________

	__________________________________

	__________________________________

	


2. Work on the following:
(a) 
With a partner, write a limerick using the first line and one of the starter words provided below on lines 2, 3 and 5. When you have finished, try to create different versions using one of the other starter words on lines 2, 3 and 5.
	
	
There once was a big boy from Kowloon
	

	
	_______________________________
	(Who/Whose)

	
	_______________________________
	(When/People/None/The/It)  

	
	_______________________________
	

	
	_______________________________
	(He/And now)

	
	
	

	(You may consider using these words which rhyme with Kowloon: 

	moon, soon, lagoon, loon, June, tune, buffoon, croon, baboon, cartoon)


	(b)
	Now try to write a limerick using the first line written below. When you have finished, share your limerick with the class.

	
	
There once was a young girl from Wanchai
	

	
	_______________________________
	

	
	_______________________________
	

	
	_______________________________
	

	
	_______________________________
	

	
	
	

	(You may consider using these words which rhyme with Wanchai: 

	buy, dye, guy, hi, high, sigh, nigh, shy, my, why, fly, pie, lie, tie)


3. Write a limerick on a topic of your choice.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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